


















































































































































































































（The Brown Iron and Steel Company）が，1880年にはノースシカゴ圧延
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Industrial Community and Ethnic Succession
toward the End of Machine Politics in Chicago:
A Case Study of the “Second Chicago” Monograph
KOBAYASHI Kazuo
Abstract
 This study examines some aspects of the industrial community and eth-
nic succession toward the end of machine politics in Chicago. As a case 
study, it analyzes Blue Collar Community (BCC) by William Kornblum; one 
of the “Second Chicago” monographs. 
 This study proposes that a complicated ecology can be found in the po-
litical arena integrating the industrial communities of South Chicago de-
picted in BCC. For example, in the election districts of these communities, 
ethnic aggregation and segregation as well as economic differences have 
created different respective political interests. 
 Therefore, precinct captains who count and collect the votes appeal to 
political interests that coincide with their own electoral district. Previously, 
many researchers have considered the “machine” to be a hierarchic and 
systematic organization exercising, that is to say, vertical understanding.
 Conversely, Kornblum adds a new horizontal understanding to the pre-
vious researches. He indicates the existence of a network formed by leaders 
of ethnic coalitions, citing precinct captains in some election districts. 
 In another viewpoint, he describes blue-collar workers who constitute 
the majority of the population of South Chicago, not as a clichéd, alienated 
labor class, but as an ethnic group promoting coalitions with each other, 
creating unexpected social cohesion.
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 BCC is a monograph that highlights a sequence of complex and transi-
tory community political organization in Chicago. 
 In addition, it shows us that the activities of blue-collar workers within 
the diverse ethnic groups of South Chicago and the representation of com-
munity institutions within political parties presents a template which can be 
adopted by a wide range of working class communities in the United States.
 Further comparative studies of communities located in industrial ag-
glomerations such as South Chicago would enhance Kornblum’s findings in 
BCC. 
